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FFTTTCoLTITCEATTEITELEITEIEE: 


i Tres: 4. 17. Thelaſt Clauſe. 
| —_ And ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 


HE Words are a Conſolation , 

brought by the Apoſtle from the 

third Heaven , where he was by 

extraordinary Priviledg rais'd, and 
ſaw and underſtood how great a 

| Happinels it is to be with Chriſt. And they are ad- 

| drelt to Believers, to moderate and allay their Sor- 

rows for the Death of thoſe Saints, who by their 

; 

| 


| Cornjunction in Blood or Friendſhip were moſt 
] deartothem. Thus he ſpeaks inthe 13 Verle, 
| T would not bave you be ignorant, Brethren, concerning 

| themwhich are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not as others, which 
i baveno hope. _ The Heathens, that were Strangers 
roa future State, and thought thar after-a ſhort 
! Courſe through the World, Mankind would be 
3 5 - . 

: loſt for ever in the Dead Sea, - might with {ome - 
| pretence abandon themſelvesto the Extremity of 
Y 


! their Paſhons., Bur Chriſtians; co-whom Life * 
| and Tmmbrtality are. reveal d by the Goſpel; who 
; believe, that as Es u $'died and roſe arain ; So alt: 

, | A 2 that 
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| that ſleep n- JESUS, that perſevere in Faith and 
Holineſs to-the 'ead,; G 0D: will bring with Him, 
are forbid; upon the moſt weighty Reaſons, to in- 
dulge their Grief in excels. ,'Ihe Union between 
Chriſt and Believers is inviolable ; and from thence 
it follows, they fhall be Partakers with him in his 
Glory. "The Soul immediately after Death ſhall be 
with Chriſt : wyhiles the Body repoles in the Grave, 
*tis in his Preſence who is Life and Light, and has 
a vital joytul Reſt in Communion with him. And 
in the appointed Time the Bodies of the Saints, 


thoſe happy Spoils, ſhall be reſcued from the dark. 
Priſon of the Grave, and be Sharers with their: 


Souls in immortal Glory. 


This. conſummate Happineſs of the. Saints;: 
the Apoſtle affures from the higheſt Authority, 
the Word of the Lord , and deſcribes his | qo 

Impreſſion - _ : 
on our Minds. For the Lord himjelf ſhall deſcend 
 from- Heaven, with a Shout, with the-Yoice of an Arch-- 
Angel, and with the Trump of God, and the Deadiin -. 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then we which are alive, andre--+ 
mam, ſhall-be caught up together with them im the Clouds, - 
to meet the Lord inthe Air ; and ſo ſhall we ever. be with : 
the Lord. Then Death,the laſt Enemy,ſo fearfal and ' 
feared by Men, ſhall be deſtroyed. And the.Cap-- 
_ tive Prince of the World, with-all the powers of - 

ET IS, dark-. 
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7 darkneſs, and all other rebellious Sinners that o0b- 
ſinarely joyn'd vvith him, ſhall be brought in 
? Chains before his dreadful Tribunal : and after the 
| great Act of the Univerſal Judgement ſhall be 
7 compleated, then ſhall the Saints make their tri- 
7 umphant Entry with the Captain of their Salyati- 
| on, into his Kingdom,and ſhall ever be with the Lord. 
| The general Propoſition from the Words is 
! this; The Saints after the Reſurreftion ſhall be 
(ompleatly and Eternally happy in .the Preſence of 
| Crit... | 
2 + o-make this ſupernatural Bleſſedneſs more ea- 
| ſie and intelligible rous, the Scripture deſcribes it . 
| by ſenſible Repreſentations. . For while the Soul is: . 
4 cloath'd with fleſh, Fancy has ſuch a dominion,thar 
| wecan conceive of nals but by-Compariſons: . 
! and Images taken from material things: "T's there- 
' fore ſer forth by a Feaft, and a Kingdom, to ſigni- 
_ 2 fiethe Joy and Glory of that State. Bur ro prevent 
| | all groſs conceits., it tells us that the Bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be ſpiritual, not capable-of hunger and - 
_ {| thirſt, nor ene roo of any refreſhment that - 
! is cauled by the ſatisfaction. of thole appetites. The 
{ objects.of the-molt noble fenſes; Seeing and Hear- 
7 ing, the. pleaſure of -which is mix'd with Reaſon; 
{ and not common tothe Brutes, are more frequent- 
!1y.made uſe. of to recancile that glorious State to + 
| the.. 
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the proportion'of our minds. ' Thus ſometimes the 
Blelied are repreſented plat'd 01 Thrones with Crowns | 
04 their beads; lometimes cloathed in White, with Palms | 
in their hands , lomerimes ſinging Songs of triumph | 
to Him that ſits on the Throne, and to their Saviour. | 


But the reality of- this Bleſſednels infinitely ex- | 


ceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. ' Heavenis leflen- 1 Þ 


ed by Compariſons from earthly things. The Apo- 
{tle who was dignih'd with the revelation of. the 
{ucceſles that {hall ha to the Church till Time 
{hall be no more, tells us, it does not appear what we 
ſhall be in Eternity. The things that God has prepar'd 
for thoſe that love him, are far more above the high- | 
eſt alcent'of our chovghts, than the Marriage-Feaſt | 
of a great Prince exceeds in {plendor and 'magni- 
ficence the imagination of one that has alwayes | 
liv'd in an obſcure Village, and never ſaw any or- ' 
naments of. State, nor-taſted Wine .in his Life. | 
We can think of -thoſe things but according to | 
the, poverty of our Underſtandings. Bur fo 
much we know that is able to {weeren all-the bit- 
rerneſs, and'render infipid all the{weetneſs- of this 
World. - 
[This will appear by conſidering that whatever 
is rcquiſite to-conſtzrure che. pertect Bleſſednels: of 
Maa, s fully enjoy'd-1n:the Divine Prelence.. * 
31. An-exemption;from allevils, is the fmt con- 
: dition 


| of wile Solon is true 
tended, 


. 


| 


F 
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condition 'of perfect Bleſſednefs. The foricence 
in another fenſe than he in- 


—_ Dicique beatus - 
Ante obitum nemo ſupremaque funera debet. 


-{ No Mancin be named happy whilſt in this valley 


: of Tears. 


Bur upon the entrance into Heaven, 
all thoſe evils thar by their number, variety, or 
weight diſquiet and opprels us, are at an end, / 
Sin,of all evils the moft hateful,ſhall be aboliſhs, 
And all Temprations that ſurround us, and endan- 
ger our innocence, ſhall ceaſe. Here the beſt Men 


| Iiment the weakneſs of the fleſh, and ſometimes 


the violent aſlaults of ſpirityial enemies, - St: Paul 
himſelf breaks forth into a mournful Complaint, 


| O:wretched Man that I am ! who fhall deliver me from this | 


| body of Death ? And when harraſ5'd with the buf- 


fers of Saran, rgnews his moft earneft addreſſes to 
God to be freed from them. Here our Purity is 
not abſolute, we muſt be always.cleanfing our 
ſelves from the reliques of that deep defilement 
that cleaves to ournature. | Y ky 

Here our peace is preſerv'd with the Sword in 
our hand, by a continual Warfare againft Satan | 


| Jand the World. Bur in Heaven no'ignorance dar- 


kens the Mind, no paſſions rebel againſt che ſan- 
Ctifed .. 
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' ified Will, no inherent pollution remains. The 


. curable diſeaſe, and ſometimes attended with that | 


Church is without ſþot .or wrinkle,. or any ſuch thing. 
Andall Temptations that war againſt the Soul, ſhall 
then ceale. The Tempter was caſt out of Heaven, 
and none of his poiſon'd Arrows . can reach thar 
Purified Company. Glorious Liberty! here ar- 
dently deſir'd, . but fully enjoy'd by. the Sons .of 


. God above. 


And as Sin, ſo all the penal conlequences of it | 


are quite taken away. 'The preſent Life is an in- | 


- 
A 


ſharp ſenſe that Death is deſir'd as a remedy, and | 


| 


ruſalem. But as in the building of Solomon's Tem- | 


ple the noiſe of a hammer was not heard, for all | 


the parts were fram'd before with that exact deſign * 


. and correſpondence, that they firmly combin'd | 


rogether. "They were hew'n in anothet place, and 
nothing remain'd bur the purring them one upon 
another in the Temple; and then, as lacred, th 

were inyiolable. So God, the wiſe Archite&F, having 
prepar'd the Saints here by many cutting AMi&ti- 


ons, 


CY 3 


accepted as a benefit. 1And though the Saints have | 
reviving Cordials, yet their joys.are mixt with ſor- | | 
; rows, nay,caulſed by ſorrows. The tears of Repen- 
, tance are their ſweeteſt refreſhment. Here the li- | 
: hy Powe are cut and wounded, and made fic by | 
 Sufferings for a Temple unto God 'in the New Je- | 


| 
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ons, places them in-the Eternal Building, where no 
voice of Sorrow is heard. Of the innumerable 
Company above, is there any Eye that weeps, any 
Breaſt that {1ghs, any Tongue that complains, or 
appearance of Grief? The Heavenly State is cal- - 


{ led Life, as only worthy of that title. "There is 


OP a 


no infirmity of Body, no Poverty, no Dilgrace,no 


{ Treachery of Friends, no Perſecution of Enemies. 


There is no more Death, nor Sorrow, nor Crying, nor ſhall 


there be any more Pain : for former things are paſt away. Rev. 21. 4+ 


God will wipe away all tears from the eyes of hus People. 


{ Their Salvation is compleat in all degrees. Pure 
| Joy is the Priviledg of Heaven, unmixed Sorrows 


the puniſhment of Hell. 

A concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies is re- 
quilite to Blefſedneſs. And thele are to be con- 
{1dered with.reſpe&t to the entire Man. 

1. The Body ſhal be awak'd out of its dead ſleep, 
and quickned into a glorious immortal Life. "The 
Soul and Body are the eflential parts of Man ; and 
though the inequality be great in their operations 
that reſpe&t Holineſs, yet their concourle is necel- 


| fary. Good Actions are deſign'd by the Counſel 


and Relolution of the Spirir, but perform'd by the 
Miniſtry of the Fleſh. Every Grace expreſles it lelf 
in vitible a&tions by the Body. . In the ſorrows 
of Repentance it ſupplies tears, in Faſtings its ap- 
petites 


Þ 
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petites are reſtrain'd, in Thanklſgivings the tongue | 


breaks forth. into the joyful praiſes of God. All 


the victories over ſenſible pleaſure and pain are ? 


obtain'd by the Soul in conjun&tion with the Bo- | 


dy. Now 'tis moſt becoming the Divine Good- 


neſs not to deal ſo differently, that the Soul ſhould. : 
be everlaſtingly happy, and the Body loſt in for-" 


gettulnels; the one glorified in Heaven, the other 
remain in the duſt, From their. firſt {etting our 
in the World tothe Grave they ran the ſame Race, 
and ſhall enjoy the ſame Reward. Here the Body 
is the Conſort of the Soul in obedience and (uffer- 
ings, hereafter in fruition. When the Crown of 
Purity, or Palm of Martyrdom {hall be given b 
the great Judg in the view of all, they ſhall both 
partake in the honour. Of this we have an ear- 
neſt in the Reſurrection of Chriſt in his true Body, 
who #s the firſt fruits of them that ſleep. He fhall change 

our vile Bodies, that they may be faſhioned like to bis glo- 
' rious Body, according to the working of his Power, where- 
by he is able to ſubdue all things to Dimiſelf. A lubſtan- 
tial unfading Glory will ſhine in them infinitely a- 
bove the periſhing Pride of this Woyld, that is bur 
in ppoepance, like the falle colours painted on the 
feathers of a Dove by the refleCtior of the Light, 
which preſently vaniſh, when it changeth its po- 
{ture, or the Light is withdrawn. Indeed what can 


be 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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be more glorious than to be conform'd to the Hu- 
1 manity of Chriſt, the ſear of all Beauty and Per- 
| fetion. This Conformity ſhall be the work of 
J his own hands. And when Omnipotence inter- 
1 poſes, nothing is difficult. The railing the Body to 
1 an unchangeable ſtate of Glory, is as eaſy to the 
Divine Power, as the forming it at the firſt in the 


C- | . : 
| womb. As the Sun labours no more in the Mines 


2 in the forming Gold and Silver, the moſt precious 
« | and durable Metals, than in the production of a 


1, | poor ſhort-liv'd Flower. 
'Y | 1. TheSoul ſhall be made perfect in all its 


« | faculties. 


1. The Uuderſtanding ſhall clearly ſee the 


i | moſt excellent Obje&ts. XNow we know but in part. * 1 Cor.13. 


+ | The naked beauty of Divine Things is vail'd, and 
;, | of impoſſible diſcovery. And the weaknels of the 
£ | mind 15 not proportionable to their dazling bright- 
> © neſs. But when that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is in part ſhall be done away. In that en- 
| lightned ſtare,the glorious maniteltarion of the ob- 
\. | jects ſhall as much exceed the cleareſt revealing of | 
\r | chemhere, asthe Sunin its full luſtre,one beam of 

| Light ſtrain'd — a crevice in the Wall. And 
/ the Underſtanding {hall be prepar'd to take a full 


ws view of them Therefore the Apoſtle compares 
n | the leveral Periods of the Churchin reipe& of the 


B 2 de- 
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_ of Knowledg, to: the ſeveral Ages of this 
Life. When I was a Child, T ſþake as a Child, T under- 


ſtood as a Child, Tthought as a Child :. but-when T became i 


a Man, T put away. childiſh i” In Children the 


organs, either from-an.exceſs.of moiſture, or their. | 


ſmalneſs, are indiſpoled for the vigorous exerciſe | 


of the Mind: {ome ſtrictures of Reaſon appear, a 
preſaging ſign what will be, but mixt with much 
obſcurity. But when the organs are come to their 
juſt proportion and temperament,the Soul dif, plays: 
irs ſtrength and activity. 

All things of a ſupernatural order ſhall chea be 
clearly diſcovered. "The contrivance of our Salva- 
tion, the wayes of conducting us to Bleſſednels, 
which are objects of a ſublime nature, will afford 
an exquiſite Acme ro the Underſtanding. All 
the ſecrets of our Redemption ſhall be unſealed. 
The great Myſtery of Godlineſs, the Incarnation 
of the Eternal Son, and his according Juſtice 
with ow; {hall chen be apparent. The Di- 


vine Counſels in governing the World, are now 


only viſible in their wonderful effe&ts either of 


' Mercy or of Juſtice, and thole moſt dreadful ; but 
the Reaſons of them are paſt finding our. Bur 
what our Saviour {aid to Peter, What I do, thou 
knoweſt not now, but ſhalt know hereafter, is applicable 
to thele impenetrable dilpenſations. All the origi- 

nal 
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nal Pountains of Wiſdom, as clear as deep, ſhall 
then be opened. We ſhall then ſee the beauty of 
Providence in diſpoſing temporal things in order 
to our eternal felicity. We now fee as it were 
the rough part, and Knots of that curious Em- 
broidery : but then the whole Work {hall be un- 
folded, the {weetnels of the Colours, and propor- - 
tion of the Figures appear. There we ſhall be 
able to expound the perplexing Riddle, How out of 
the Eater came meat, and out of the Strong came ſweet- - 
neſs. For we ſhall know as we are known. | 

We ſhall ſee God. Our Saviour tells us, This : 
us Life Eternal; to know thee the only true God, and Jeſus 
( brit whom thou hait ſent. The beginning and per- 


.tection of our Happinels conſiſts in this knowledg, 


The Deity is ſpiritual and inviſible to the Eye of 
the Body, infinite and incomprehenſible to the 
Soul. Burt we ſhall then ſo clearly underſtand the 
Divine Perfeftions, that our preſent knowledg com- 
par'd to-that,is but as-the ſeeing a dark reſemblance - 
in a Glaſs, to-the clear view of a Perſon in the na- 


tive beauty of his Face. God is moſt glorioully 


preſent in Heaven. For according to the degrees of 


excellence in theWork,ſuch are the impreſſions and - 
diſcoveries of the Vertues of the Caute. Now all 
ſenſible things in the low order of Narure, are but 


| weak. reſultances from his Perfe&ions, in com- 


parilon .: 
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pariſon of their illuſtrious Effe&s in the Divine 
World. The Glories of the Place, and of the In- 
habiranes, the __ and Saints, clearly exprels his 
 Majeſty,Goodnels and Power. But-in a tranſcen- 
dent manner he exhibits himſelf in the glorified 
Mediator. He is {tiled the brightneſs of the Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs image of hus Perſon, not only 
for his equal PerfeCtions in relpe&t of the unity of 
their Nature, but to {ignifie that God in the Per- 
fon of the incarnate Mediator is ſo fully repre- 
ſented to us, that by the ſight of him welee God 
himſelf in his unchangeable Excellencies. This ap- 
pears by the following words, that having purged 
us from our ſins, . be fate down on the right-hand of the 
Majeſty on high, for they reſpect the Son of God 
as united to the humane Nature, in which he per- 
form'd the Office of the Prieſthood, and took pol- 
ſeſſion of his glorious Kingdom. During his hum- 
ble ſtate, the Divine vertues, Wiſdom, Goodnels, 
Holineſs, Power, were ſo viſible in his Perſon, 
Life,Revelations,and miraculous Works,that when 
Philip lo long'd for the {1ght of the Father as che 


only confummate Bleſſednels, Shew us the Father, 


and it ſuffices ; He told him, he that has ſeen me, has 
ſeen the Father alſo. But how brightly do they appear 
in his triumphant Exaltation. "Twas his Prayer on 
Earth; Father, 1 will that they alſo whom thou haſt given 


1 me 
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me, be with me where T am, that they may behold my Glory. 
Ineſtimable _— whether we conſider him mn 
ject, that incomparably tran- 


} ſcends all the created Glory of Heaven, or in the 


relation of our Head, on a double account ; partly 


{ becauſe he was debaſed into the form of a Servant, 


and ſuffered all Indignities and Cruelties of Sinners 
for us,has received the Recompence of his Merito- 
rious Sufferings,the triumph of his Vidtory,being glo- 
rified with the Father with the Glory be had before the World 
was; and partly becauſe every Member ſhall be 
conformed to him in his Glory ; We oo be like bim, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he s. And all Felicity and Glo- 


| ry is compriz'd in that Promile. The fight of the 


Face of Moſes when radiant, had no transforming 
efficacy ; for the light of it was not in him as its 


| ſource,but by derivation.But God is Light eſſentially, 


1 andthe ſight of his Perfe&tions will be produdtive 


of his Likene/Sin us,ſo far as it may be ina reſtrained 
! ſubje&t.When our Saviour was upon the holy Mount, 


{ and one vaniſhing Beam of Glory appear'd in his 


| Transfiguration, Peter was (o tranſported at the ſight, 


| thathe forgot the World and hiralelf. How raviſh- 
I ing then will the Gght of him be in his triumphant 
Majeſty, when we ſhall be transfigured our ſelves ? 


2. As they ſhall behold God's Face; know. his 


moſt amiable Excellencies ; ſo they ſhall love him 
as 


— 
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as perfectly as they know him. To the illuftra-| 
tions of the Mind, there are correſpondent im-| 
preſſions onthe Heart. In the preferit ſtate our 3 
Loye is imperfe&t, and as Fire out of- its ſphere, 
dies away, by our neglect to feed it with proper | 
materials,'enamouring conſiderations of God. But | 
*us not ſo in Heaven: there the Divine Sun attracts | 
every Eye with the light of its beauty,and inflames * 
every Heart with the heat of his Love. The con- | 


tinual Preſence of God is in differeart reſpe&s the 1 


Cauſe aud Effe& of our Love to him. For there | 
is no more powertul Attractive to love him, than | 
to ſee him ; And Love keeps the thoughts undi- | 
vided from him. God is Love, and will kindle in | 


4 
* 


usa pure Aﬀe&ion that Ecernity ſhall never leſſen. | 

Our Aﬀe&ions that are now ſcattered on many | 
things , wherein lone ſmall Refleftions of his | 
Goodneſs appear, ſhall joynin one full Cuizenc in 
Heaven, whete God#s all inal, We ſhall then un- 
derſtand the riches of his Love, that God who is / 
infinitely happy in himfelf, Thould make Man for 


4 
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when for his Rebellion he was juſtly expell'd from 


fuch a'Glory, and ſuch a Glory for Man. And'that | 
Paradiſe, and under a ſentence of Eternal Death, | 


God ſhould pleaſe to reſtore him to his Favour, 


ſhall then underſtand our infinire Obligations to | 


the 


o 


and give him a better ſtate than was forfeited; We | 


; 
4 
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the Son of God, who deſcended from the Heaven 
of Heavens to our Earth; and which is more, 
from the Majeſty wherein he there reign'd, from 
the Glory wherein he was viſible to the Angelical 
Minds, and became Man for Men, Redemption 
for the Loſt, to purchaſe Immortal Life for thoſe 
who were dead to that blefled Lite. In ſhort, then 
God will expreſs his Love to us in the higheſt de- 
rees that a finite Creature is capable to receive 
va Love itſelf, and we ſhall love him with all 
the ſtrength of our glorified powers. 

3. Compleat Garisfaction flows from union with 
God by Knowledg and Love. In his Preſence is ful- 
weſS of Joy, at his Right-hand are Pleaſures for ever. 
The Cauſes and Excellencies of the Heavenly 
Life are in thoſe words expreſt. The Caules are 
the influxive Preſence of God, the revelation of his 
attractive PerfeCctions, the beholding his Face, the - 
declaration of his peculiar Favour. 'This our blel- 
ſed Lord himſelf had a reſpect to, as the compleat 
Reward of his Sufferings : Thou ſhalt make me full of 
Foy with thy Countenance. And his Right- Hand, his 
Bounty,chart diſpenles, and Power that ſecures that 
Felicity. The Excellencies of this ſtate are fulneſs 
of Joy, and that without diminution, or end. 

When the Soul opens its eyes to the clear diſco- 
veries of the firſt Truth, and its breaſt to the dear 
C and 
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and intimate imbraces of the Supream Good, be- | 
yond which nothing remains to be known, nothing. 


to be enjoy'd, what a deluge of the pureſt Plea- 
ſures will overflow itz We cannot aſcend in our 
thoughts ſo high, as to conceive the excels of Joy 


that attends thoſe operations of the __ Soul * 
upon its proper object. Bur ſomething we may * 


conjecture. 
Thoſe who are poſleſt with a noble Paſſion for 
Knowledg, how do they deſpile all lower Plea- 


ſures in compariſon of it? How do they forget 


themſelves, neglect the Body, and retire into the: 


Mind, the higheſt part of Man, and neareſt to 
God ? The bare apprehenſion of ſuch things that 
by their internal nature have no attractive influence 
upon the AﬀeCtions, is pleaſant to the Underſtand- 
ing. As the appearance of Light, though not art- 
tended with any other viſible beauries, refreſhes the 


Eye after long darkneſs : ſo the clear diſcovery. | 
of Truths, how abſtract lo ever, that were before ' 
unknown, is grateful. to the intelleCtive faculty. - 
Thus ſome have been ſtrangely tranſported with 


the pleaſure of a Mathematical Demonſtration, 
when the evidence,not the importance of the thin 
was {o raviſhing ; for what is more dry and bar- 


ren of delight than the ſpeculation of Figures and | 
Numbers ? Solon when near his end, and ſome of | 


his | 
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! Knowledge ſhall be a free emanation from the 
| {pring of Truth, without our labour and pains. 
' Herewe learn by circuit, and dilcern by compa- | 


| dual ſucceſſion of _— But then Univerſal 
Knowledg ſhall be in 


{ his Friends that viſited him were ſpeaking loftly 
of a Point of Philoſophy, by a {ound of Wiſdom 


' what you are diſcourſmg of, 1 may die. 
' Knowledge is often with the expence of Health : 


! ſelf, So Knowledge is obtain'd by Studies that | 
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was awaken'd from the ſleep of Death that was 

juſt ſeizing on him, and gpening his eyes, - and 

railing his head to give attention; being ask'd the , 
reaſon of it? anſwered , That when * 1 underſtand fad aa 
Such washis quid et 4 
delight in Knowledg , that a little of ic made his 9 4/p=t4 
Agony inſenfible. But here are many imperfe- I 
Ctions that leſſen this intelle&tual Pleaſure, which Max. 


ſhall ceaſe in Heaven. Here the acquiſition of 


the flower of the Spirits, neceſlary for Natural O- | 
perations, is waſted by intenſe thoughts. © How 
often are the Learned ſickly ? As the Flint when | 
"is ſtruck, gives not a ſpark without conſuming it 


waſte our faint ſenſitive faculties. Bur then our 


ring things; our Ignorance is dilpell'd by a gra- | 


uled in a moment, Here 
after all-our labour and toyl, how little Knowledg 
do we gain? Every Queſtion is a Labyrinth our 
of which the nimbleſt and moſt ſearching Minds 
C2 Ccan- 
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cannot extricate themſelves. How many ſpecious 
Errors impole upon our underſtandings ? We look 
on things by falle Lights, through deceiving Spe- 
Racles : But then our Knowledge {hall be cer- 
' tain and compleat. There is no forbidden Tree in 
the Celeſtial Paradiſe, as no inordinate Aﬀection. 


But ſuppole that all things in the compals of the | 


World were known, yer {till there would be empri- 
neſs and anguifh in che Mind : for the moſt com- 
prehenſive knowledg of things thar are inſufficient 


to, make us happy, cannot afford true Satisfaction. |! 


But then we ſhall ſee God in all his Excellencies, 
the ſupream Object and End, the only Felicity of 


the Soul. How will the ſight of his Glory perlon- * 


ally ſhining in our Redeemer, in the firſt moment 


quench our extream thirſt, and fill us with joy and 
admiration ? Tis not as the naked conception of 
Trealures,that only makes rich in ideas, but that Di- 
vine ſight gives a real Intereſt in him. The Angels 
are {o ravith'd with the Beauties and Wonders of 
his Face,that they never divert a moment from the 
contemplation of ir. 

2. The pure Love of the Saints to God is then 
fully ſatisfied. Love conſidered as an affection of 
Friend(hip is always attended with two deſires , to 
be aſſure] of Reciprocal Love, and to enjoy the 
Converſation of the Perſon beloyed, the teftimo- 
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ny of his eſteem and good-will. This kind of 
llaffeftion ſeems to be inconſiſtent with that infinite ||| 4riftor, 
diſtance that is between God' and the Creature. 

But though 'tis dilproportionable to the Divine 
Majeſty, *tis proportionable to his Goodneſs. Ac- 
cordingly our Saviour promiſes, He that loves me, 

ſhall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and wil 
n_ my ſelf unto him. And- to confirm our be- 

licf of this aſtoniſhing Condeſcention, repeats it, 

If a Man love me, my Father will love him, and we will. 

come to him, and make our abode with him. Ta the pre- 

ſeat ſtate, the ſigns of God's ſpecial Favour are ex- 
hibited to his Friends. . Now he beltows on them: 

the Honour of being his Sons, the Graces and 
Comforts of his Spirit, the preciorfs Earneſts of his 

Love, and Seal of their Redemption. But in eminen- 

cy of degrees, the effects of his Love are incom- 
parably more glorious in Heaven. Here the Saints 

are adgpted, there crown'd. There he. opens all 
the bright Treaſures of his Wiſdom, the Riches of 

his Goodneſs , the Beauties of his Holineſs, the 
Glories of his Power, and by the intimate appli- 
cation of his Preſence makes his Love moſt (en(i- 
ble tothem. O the mutual delights berween God. 
and glorified Souls! God looks on them with an 
engaged Eye, as his own by many dear ticles, and 
is well pleaſed in-his own Goodnels to them, and 
ra-.- 
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raviſh'd with the reflex of his own Excellencies 
ſhining in them. As the Bridegroom rejoyces over the 
Bride, ('tis the language of Divine Love ) ſo their 
God reoyces over them. And what a bleſled Reſt do | 
they find in the compleat fruition of their. Beloved ? 
All their deſires quietly expire in his Bolom . What | 
triumphs of Joy follow? Can we frame a fuller * 
Conception of Happineſs than to be perfe&ly } 
loved by infinite Goodneſs, and perfe&ly to love *? 
him ? 
3. The moſt perfe&t Joy of the Saints is for the | 
Felicity and Glory of God himſelf. For as the ho- 
ly Soul feels no more powerful motive to love 
God, than becaule he is moſt worthy of it, as he is 
God, a Being of infinite Excellencies, and there- 
fore to be loved above the deareſt Perſons and 
TP even it {elt , ſothe higheſt Joy it partakes 
of is from this conſideration, that God is infinitely 
bleſied 8& glorious. For in this the ſupream deſire of 
love is accompliſh'd, that the moſt beloved Object 
is perfectly honour'd and pleaſed. In Heaven the 
Love of the Saints to God is in its higheſt Per- 
tection, and they ſee his Glory in the moſt perfect 
manner, which cauſes a tranſcendent Joy to them. 
And this is one reaſon why the Saints though ſhi- 
ning with unequal degrees of Glory, are equally | 
content. For their molt ardent Love being 6 on 
God, 
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God, that he is pleas'dto glorify himſelf by ſuch 


various communications of his Goodneſs, is full 

ſatisfaction to their deſires. : Beſides, in thoſe diffe- +5ie; 

rent degrees of Glory, every one is {o content with _— 

his own, F that there is no poſlible deſire of being ho inn 

but what he is. hic quogz 
4. The full joy of Heaven ſhall continue without" 5 

diminution, or end. The number of Poſlſeſſours —_— 

cannot lefſen ir. The Divine Preſence is an un- 8 

waſted Spring of Plealure, equally full and open. 

to all, i. rn Yb ſi cio co larialy rs | 

menſiry of their defires. Envy reigns in this World, | 

were” earthly things are {o imperfe& in their na- 

rure,. and fo peculiar in their poſſeſſion, that they 

cannot ſuffice, nor be enjoyed by all. Bur in Hea- 

ven none is touch'd with that low baſe paſſion : for 

God contains all that: is precious and defirable in 

the higheſt degrees of Perfection, and all partake 

of the influence of his univerſal Goodneſs without 

intercepting one another. In the Kingdom above 

there is no cauſe for the elder Brother to repine ar 

the Pather's Bounty to the younger, nor for the 

younger to ſupplant the elder, to obtain the Birth- 

right. The Heirs of God are all rais'd to Sove- 

reign Glory. Every one enjoys him as entirel 

and fully, as if ſolely his felicity. God is a Good 

as indiviſible as infinite, and. not diminifh'd by the 
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| moſt liberal communications of Himſelf. We may 
illuſtriate this by comparing the Price of our Re- 
demprion, and the Reward. "The Death of Chriſt 
is a univerſal benefit to all the Saints, yet 'tis ſo ap- 
plied to every Believer for his perte&t Redemption, | 
as if our Saviour in all his Agonies Md Sufferings Þ 
had no other in his Eye and Heart , as if all his } 
Prayers, his Tears, his Blood were offer'd up to his | 
Father only for that Perſon. "The common re[pect # 
| of it the Apoſtle declares in thoſe admirable words, ? 
| that ſignify ſuch an excels of God's Love to us, He | 
l that ſpared not his own Son, but deliver'd him up. for us | 
* Et totum , "1. 1: : 
| dedit nz. 4lLþow ſhall be not with him alſo freely give us all things ? 
ſs, et o- But to imagine that the * propriety of every Belie- | 
| - _—_ ver is thereby prejudiced, 1s not only falſe, but ex- | 
| id paſ- treamly injurious to the Merit and Digni:y, and to | 
bneſua Sal- the infinite Love of Chriſt, Therefore the ſame * 
8 Apoſtle tells us, The Life which Tnow live in the fleſh, | 
m ei debent 1 live by the Faith of the Son of God ; who loved me, and | 
wh A gave himſelf for me: as it he were the lole Object 
| Gedes of Chriſt's Love, the End and Reward of his Suf- 
Jus fnguli Ferings. And this appropriating of itto himlelf, is 
"nn png no prejudice to the rights of all others. St. John de- 
ceperent {cribes himſelf by that truly glorious Title, The 
yes Diſciple whom Jeſus loved. Could he ſpeak this of 
11vian. Himſelf wichout the injury and indignation of rhe 
other Diſciples ? Certainly he might. For if ive 
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conſider that incomprehenſible Love of Chriſt, ex. | 
prelt ro them all ar his laſt Supper, after 7u.{as was | 
gone forth ; As the Father hath loved me, ſo I have 

loved you. We may ealily underſtand, that ever 

one of them might juſtly believe that he was fin- 
oularly bel@ red of Chrilt. They were all received 

in the Heart, though (with John) they did nor all 

lean on the Breaſt of their Divine Maſter. Thus 

in Heaven God is the univerlal Treaſure of all the 

Saints, andthe peculiar Portion of every one. As $3 audia 
by his Efſence he equaily fills the whole World, «> 
and every part of it; and by his Providence equal- ſe panind 
ly regards all and every particular Creature ; ſo tim comm 
in Heaven he dilpenſes the Riches of his Love to _— " 
all, that they cannot defire more, if every one of bor: ſi40r 
them, were (it I may lo exprels it) the only begot- you Jon 
ten of the only begotten himſelf, the (ce Heir ot all 1mm , 
the Merits of his Son. Every Saint may with the #1g#/s 
inflamed Spoule break forth in that 'Iriumph of in Epi 
Love; «My Beloved is mine, and T am his. Nay, Volulin. 
the great number of the glorif'd Saints 15 fo far 

from leſſening their Joy; that it unſpeakably en- 

creales it. 7he innumerable Company of Angels, and the 

General Aſſembly of the Church of the Firſt-born, next 

to the happinels of enjoying God, are a chiet part 

of Heaven. An unfeigned ardent Aﬀection unites | 
that pure lociery. Our Love is now kindled either 
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from a relation in Nature, or ſome viſible Excel- 
lencies that render a Perſon worthy of our choice 
and friendſhip : but. in Heaven the Reaſons are 
greater, and the degrees of Love incomparably 
more fervent. All Carnal Alliances and Reſpects- 
ceaſe in that ſupernatural ſtate. The Apoſtle tells. 
us, If I have known Chriſt after the fleſh, 1 know him ſo 
nomore. By the Reſurre&tion and Aſcenſion of | 
Chriſt he was tranſported into another World, and 
had communion with him as an Heavenly King, 
without low regards to the temporal Priviledge of 
converſing with him on Earth. "The Spiritual rela- 
tion is more near and permanent than the ſtricteſt 
band of Nature. The Saints have all relation to * 
the ſame Heavenly Father, and to Jeſus Chriſt the | 
Prince of Peace, and Head of that happy Frater- | 
nity. The principal motive of Love here is for the | 
inherent Excellencies of a Perſon. Wiſdom, Ho- * 
lineſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity are mighty Attractives, | 
and produce a more worthy Aﬀection, a more in- 
timate Confederacy of Souls than propinquiry in | 
Nature. David declares that all his delight was in the 
Excellent. But there are allays of this Noble Love 
here. For, 

1. There arereliques of Frailty in the beſt Men 
an Earth, ſome Blemiſhes that render them leſs 
amiable when diſcovered. Here their Graces are 
mixt 
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mixt Infirmities, and but aſcending to Glory. 
Accordingly our Love to them muſt be regular, 
and ſerene ; not clouded with Error, miſtaking 
defects for amiable qualities. Burt in Heaven, the 
Image of God is compleart, by the union of all the 
glorious Vertues requiſite to its perfection. Every 
Saint there exactly agrees with the firſt Exemplar, 
is transformed according to the primitive beauty 
of Holineſs. No ſþot or wrinkle remains, nor an 
ſuch thing, that may caſt the lealt aſpect of defor- 
mity upon them. 

2. Inthe preſent ſtate the leaſt part of the Saints 
worth is viſible.. As the Earth 1s fruitful in Plants 
and Flowers, bur its riches are in the Mines of pre- 
cious Metals, the veins of Marble hidden in its 
boſom. True Grace appears in len{tble Actions, 
but its Glory. is within. The flincerity of Aims, the 
purity of AﬀeCtions, the impreſles of the Spirit on 
the Heart, the,interiour beauties of Holinels, are 
only ſeen by God. Beſides, {uch is the humility of 
eminent Saints, that the more they abound in {pi- 
ritual treaſures, the leſs they ſhow. As the Heaven- 
ly Bodies when in neareſt conjunction with the 
Sun, ard fulleſt of light, make thelealt appearance 
ro our ſight. Bur all their Excellencies ſhall then be 


in view. The Glory of God ſhall be revealed in them. 


And how attractive is the Divine Likeneſs to an 
D 2 holy 
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holy Eye 2 How will it raviſhthe Saints to behold . 


an immortal Lovelinels ſhining in: one another 2? 
Their Love is mutual and reflexive,proporcionable 
ro the cauſe of it. An equal conſtant Flame is 
preſerv'd by pure Materials. Every one is perfect- 
ly amiable, and perfealy enamour'd with all. 
Now can we frame a fuller conception of Happi- 
nels, than fuch a State of Love, wherein whate- 
yer is pleaſant in Friendlhip is in perte&tion, and 
whatever is diſtaſtful by Mens folly and weakneſs 
is aboliſh'd ? The Plalmilt breaks our in a Rap- 
ture, Behold | ow good and pleaſant it ts for Brethren to 
dwell together in Unity | Love is the Beaaty and 
Strength of Societies, the Plealure of Life. How 
excellent is the Joy of che Bleſſed, when the Prayer 
of Chriſt ſhall be accompliſh'd, char they all may 
be on? ; as thou F ather art in me, and I inthee, that 
they alſo may be one m 4s. God is' ablolutely One 
in his glorious Nature ana Will, and therefore un- 
alcerably happy ; And their inviolable Union in 
Love, is a Ray ofthe Eſſential Unity berween che 
ſacred Perlons. "There are no Diviftons. of Heart 
and Tongues, as in.this Babel ; bur- the moſt per- 
fect and (weereſt Concord, an Eternal Agreement 
in Tempers and Inclinations. There are no envi- 
ous Comparifons , for Love that afteCtively tran(- 
forms one.into another, cauſes the Glory of every 
Saint 
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Saint to redound tothe Joy of all. Every one takes 

his ſhare in the Felicity of all, and adds to it. Such 

is the power of that Celeſtial Fire wherein they all 

burn, that it melts and mixes Souls in ſuch an en- 

tire Union, that by Complacence and an intimate 

Joy, the Bleſlednels of all is, as it were, proper to 

every one; as it. every one were plac'd in the 
Hearrs of all, and all in the Heart of every one. 

If in the Church of the firſt- born - Chriſtians in the 
earthly Jeruſalem, the Band of Charity was lo ſtrict; -- 
that 'ris ſaid, the MAultitude of Believers were of one 
Heart, and one Soul; How much more intimate and. 
inſeparable is the Union of the Saints in . eruſalem 
above, where every one loves another as himlelf 2 

'Tis recorded of Alexander, that entring'with He- 

pheſtion his Favourice, into the Pavilion of Dares 

his Mother, then his Priloner, ſhe bowed to the 
Favourite, as having a greater appearance of Ma- 

zeſty, thinking him to be Alexander: but adviled- 

of her Errour, ſhe humbly begg'd his Pardon, ro- _ 
whom the generous King replied, 1s d:d not ery  "——_ 
Mother, this ts alſo Alexander : Such was their- Af- bi: Alxan- 
fection, that whoever was taken of them, the o- 4c gf. Curt. 
ther was taken in him ; the leſs alcending in the ©?" 
oreater, Without degrading the greater in thelets. 
This is a Copy of the holy Love ot the Bleſled 
but with the {ame difterence, as berween the De- 
{cription 
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1 cription of a Star with a Coal,and irs Beauty in its 
 properAſpe&t.And where all is Love, all is Delight. 


ſes do they entertain one another ? 
ſuch inward pleaſure from the ſence of God's fa- 
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O how do they enjoy and triumph in the Happi- 


neſs of one another ? With what an unimaginable 


. tenderneſs do they embrace ? What Reciprocati- 
O their” 


ons of Endearments are between them ? 
raviſhing Converlation, and {weet Entercourle ! 
for their Preſence together in Heaven is not a ſilent 
Show. In the Transfiguration, .MAofes and Elias 
calk't with Chriſt. With what excellent diſcour- 
It David felt 


vours, that. he.could not reſtrain the expreſſion of 
it, but invites the Saints, Come and hear, all ye that 


fear the Lord, and I will tell you what he bas done for my 


Soul. Certainly in Heaven, the blefled with over- 
flowing afteCtions recount the Divine Benefits, the 
admirable Methods, whereby the Lite of Grace 
was begun, preſerv'd and carried on in the midſt 
of Temptations ; the continual Succeſſion of Mer- 
cies in thetime of their Hopes, and the Conſum- 
mation of all in the time of their Enjoyment. How 
joyfully do they concur in their thank(givings to 
God for the goodneſs of Creation, in making them 
realonable Creatures, capable to know, love and 
enjo! Him, when they. might have been of the 
loweſt Order in the whole ſphere of Beings; for 
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his compaſſionate care and providence over them - 
in this World. But eſpecially for his ſovereign 
Mercy in electing them to be'veſlels.of honour , 
for his powerful Grace, in reſcuing them from the 
cruel and ignominious bondage of Sin, for his 
moſt free Love, that juſtified them from all their 
guilt by the Death of his only Son, and glorified 
them with himſelf. They arenever weary in this - 
delightful exerciſe, but continually blels him for 
his Mercy that endures for ever. _ We may 
judge by che Saints here , when they are in a 
fic diſpolition to praile God, what fervours th 
feel in their united Praiſes of him in Heaven. The 
Pſalmift in an Extaſie calls to all the parts of the 
World to joyn with him ; The Lord reigns, let the 
Heavens rejoyce, and the Earth be glad; let the Sea 
roar,let the Fields be joyful, and all that dwell therein. He 
deſires that Nature {hould be elevated above it ſelf, 
that the deadparts be inſpir'd with Life, the inlen- 
fible feel Motions of Joy, and thoſe that want a 
Voice break forth in prailes, to adorn the Divine | 
Triumph. With what Life and Alacrity will the 
Saints in their bleſſed Communion celebrate the 
Object of their Love and Prailes ? "The Seraphims 
about the Throne cryed to one another, to exprels 
their Zeal and Joy, in celebrating his Erernal 
Purity and Power, andthe Glory of his Goodnels. 

Q 
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O the unſpeakable Pleaſure of this Concert! when 
every Soul is harmonious, and contributes his parc 
to the full Muſick of Heaven. O could we hear 
but ſome Eccho of thoſe Songs wherewith the Hea- 
ven of Heavens reſounds, {ome remaines of thole 
Voices wherewith the Saints above triumph in the 
Praiſes, in the folemn Adoration of the King of 
Spirits, how would it inflame our delires ro be 
joyn'd with them ? Bleſſed are thoſe that are in thy 
Houſe, they always praiſe thee. 

2. Thetulnels of Joy in Heaven is undecaying; 
for the caules of it are always equal. And thoſe 
are the Beatifick Object reveal'd, and the unin- 
terrupted Contemplation of it. Whileſt we arc 
here below, the Sun of Righteouſnels, as ro our 
perception and lence, has alcenlions and declinati- 
ons, acceſſe; and receſſes. And our Earth is nor lo 
purified, bur ſome Vapours arile that intercepr. his 
cheartul refreſhing Light. From hence there are 
alrernate ſucceſſions of Spiritual Comforts and 
Sorrows, of Doubts and filial Confidence in the 
Saints. *Tis a rare favour of Heaven, when an 
humble Believer in his whole courle is {o circum- 
{pect as not to provoke God to appear diſpleaſed, 
againſt him: When a Chriſtian (as thole rutelar 
Angels {poken of in the Goſpel ) always beholds 
the tace of his Heavenly Father,and converles with 
him 
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him with an holy Liberty. And what a torment the 
hiding of God's Face is to a deſerted Soul, only they 
know who feel it. External troubles are many 
times attended with more Confolations to the 
Spirit, than Afflictions to Senle ; bur to love God 
with a tranſcendent Aﬀection, and to fear he is our 
Enemy, no Puniſhment exceeds, or is equal to it. 
As his Loving:-kindneſs in their eſteem is better 
than Life, ſo his Diſplealure is worſe than Death. 
How do they wreſtle with God by Prayers and 
Tears, and offer, as it were, a holy Violence to the 
King of Heaven, to recover their firſt ſerenity of 
Mind, the loſt Peace of Heart ? How paſlionate- 
ly do they cry out, with fob, in the Book of his 


Patience, 0 that Twere as in months paſt, as in the days 7, 29, 2, 
when God preſerved me : when his ( andle ſhin'd upon my 3, 4+ 


head, and when by his Light 1 walk'd through darkneſs: 
As I was inthe days of my youth, when the Secret of God 
was upon my Tabernacle. And ſometimes God de- 
lays the revealing himſelf even to his deareſt Chil- 
dren ; not that he does not ſee their Neceſſmes, 
and hears their Prayers, or is ſo hard that till 
their Extremities he is not moved with Compal- 
ſion, bur for wile and holy Reaſons; Either that 
they may not return to folly, if by any preſumptuous 
Sin they forfeited their Peace; or if they have been 
careful to pleaſe him, yet he may deprive them of 
Spl- 
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Spiritual Comforts for a time, to keep them bum- 
ble, and that with an obedient reſignation to his 
Sovereign Plealure they may wait for his reviving 


- * Preſence. And then Joy returns greater than be- 


fore. For thus God uſually renders with: intereſt 
whart he ſuſpended only for tryal.. Burt the Saints 
above are for ever enlightned with the vital ſplen- 
dor, and dear regards of his Countenance, always 
enjoy his beamy {miles. A continual effuſion of 
Glory illuſtrates Heaven and all its bleſſed Inha- 
birants.. 

And their Contemplation of God is fixed. If the 
Obje&, though extraordinary glorious, were tran- 
fient, or the Eye ſo weak that ir could only ſee it 
bur by glances, the heighth of Joy would not be 
perpetual. Bur the mind is prepar'd with ſuper- 
natural vigour, to {ee the brightneſs of God's face, 
and by the moſt attentive application always con- 
verſes with that bleſſed Object, ſo that the Joy of 
Heaven is never intermitted for a moment, They 
always (ee,and love, and rejoyce, and praiſe him. 

"Tis poſſible a carnal ſuſpition may ariſe 
in ſome, as if the uniform perpetual viſion 
of the ſame Glory might lole irs perfect delight- 
fulneſs.. For thoſe who ſeek for happinels in 
the vanity of the Creatures, are always deſirous of 
change, and have their Judgments lo corrupted, 
that 
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that while they languiſh with a lecret defire after 
an unchangeable Good, yet they conceive no good 
as defirable, that is not changed. 

Bur to-corre& this grols errour of Fancy, ler us 
a lictle enquire into the cauſes of Diſlatisfaction, 
that make the conſtant fruition of the lame thing 
here to be tedious. 

Senſible things are of ſuch a limited Goodnels, 
that no: any of them can ſupply all our preſent 
wants, ſo that 'tis neceſlary to leave one for ano- 
ther. And the moſt of them are Remedies of our 
dilex{ed Appetites, andif not temperately uled are 
deſtruftive Evils. Eating and Drinking are to 
extinguiſh Hunger and Thirſt, bur continued be- 
yond juſt meaſure become nauſeous. Belides, the 
Inſufficiency of their Objects, the Senles themſelves 
cannot be ſatisfied all at once. The Ear cannot at- 
trend to delightful Sounds, and the Eye be intent 
on beautiful Colours at the ſame time : the Sartis- 
faction of one Senle defeats another of enjoying 
its proper good ; therefore the fame Object is nor 
conſtantly plealant, but the Heart is dittemper'd 
from as many Caules, as there are del1res unaccom- 
pliſh'd. Add further, all things under the Sun at- 
ford onely a ſuperficial delight, and milerably de- 
ceive the Expectations raiſed of them : and many 
times there is a mixture of lome evil in them, that 
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fo truly mean, that they are feign to borrow a ſhew 

of Greatnels by comparilon with a worſe eftate. 
preceding. Bur an infinite Good produces always 
the {ame pure <qual compleat Joy,becaule it ariſes 
from irs intrinſick perfection, that wants no Foil to 
commend it. 'T he Plalmiſt breaks forch, Whom have 
I in-Heaven but Thee ? This is no vaniſhing Rapture, 
but a conſtant joyful height of AﬀeCtion. God, 
the eſſential happineſs of the Saints, is always per- 
fectly lovely and delightful co them. 

3- The glorified Saints in every period of their 
happy ſtate; have as lively a perception of it as in. 
the beginning.- To make this evident, we muſt 
conſider that the pleaſure of Novelty ſprings from 
a quick ſenſe of -the ——_— terms, between our 
condition in the want of ſome defired Good, and 
after our obtaining it.. Now the Mind is more in- 
renle on the advantage, and more ſtrongly affefted 
arfarſt,, One newly freed from the torments of 
a ſharp diſeaſe, feels a greater pleaſure than from 
a — tenour of health.. Thoſe who are rais'd 
from a low ſtate to eminent Dignity, are tranl- 
ported with their firſt change, but in.cract of time 
the remembrance of. their mean condirion is 19 
weakned and ſpent, that 'tis like the ſhadow of a 
Dream, and proportionably their Joy is leſſened. 
Honours like Perfumes, by cuſtom are leſs leaſible 
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to thoſe that carry them. But the Saints above al- 
ways conſider. and feel the excellent difterence be- 
tween their wa os triumphant ſtate. They 
never loſe that ravithing part of felicity, the vivid 
ſence of paſt evils. Their refleftions are always 
as ſtrong on the Miſery from whence they were 
rais'd ro the pitch of Happineſs, as in their firſt 
glorious Tranſlation, In what an Extaly of 
wondet and pleaſure will they be, from the freſh 
' memory of what they were, and the joyful ſence 
- of what they are? Twas (lays the admiring Soul.) 
poor, blind, and naked ; but O miraculous and happy 
Alteration! I am full of Light, enrich'd with the 
Treaſures of Heaven, adorn'd with Divine Glory, 
I was under the tyrannous power of Satan, but he 
+ bruiſed under my for I was {entenc'd to an ever- 
laſting ſeparation from the Preſence of God, my 
only Life and Joy ; but now am poſleſt of my 
ſupream Good. *O how tranſporting is the com- 
pariſon of theſe wide and contrary extreams ? How 
beautiful and pleaſant is the Day of Ecernity, after 
luch a dark tempeſtuous Night > How does the 
remembrance of ſuch Evils produce a more lively 
and feeling fruition of ſuch happineſs? How 
ſtrangely and mightily does Salvation with Eternal 
Glory affe&t the Soul * T his gives a lpritely accentto 
their everlaſting Hallelujabs. This preſerves an af- 
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fetionate heat in their Thanklgivings. to their Vi- 
Rorious Deliverer. And thus their happineſs is 
always the lame, and always new. Their pleaſure 
1s continued in its perfection. 
Laſtly ; The Bleflednels of the Saints is without 
end. "This makes Heaven to be ir ſelf. There is 
no ſatiety of the preſent, no ſollicitnde for the fu- 
ture. Were there a poſlibilit y, or the leaſt ſuſpici- 
on of loſing that happyſtate, ic would caſt an a- 
ſperſion of bitterneſs upon all their delights: they 
could not enjoy one moments repole;but the more 
excellent their Happinels is, the more ſtingin 
would their fear be of parting with it. . But the In- 
heritance reſerved m Heaven, us. mmortal, wndefiled and 
fades not away. And the tenure of their Poſſeſſion 
1s infinitely firm by the Divine Power, the true 
Support of their everlaſting Duration. Iith God 
is. the Fountain of Life. They enjoy a better Immor- 
taliry, than the Tree of Life could have preſerved 
in Adam. . The Revolutions of the Heavens, and 
"| Ages, are under their Feet, and cannot in the leaſt 
alter ordetermine their Happinels. After the pal- 
' | ſingof millions of Years, ſtill an entire Erernity re- 
"| mains of their enjoying God. O moſt deſirable 
[| State! where Bleſledneſs and Eternity are in{epa- 
| rably united. O joyful Harmony ! whea the full 
Chorus of Heaven {hall ſing , This God is our God 
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or ever and ever This adds an infinite weight to 

their Glory. This redoubles their unſpeakable 

Joys with infinite ſweernels and lecuriry. They 

repoſe themſelves in the compleat Fruition of their 

Happineſs. God- reigns in the Saints, and they 
live in him for ever. 

From what has been diſcourſed we ſhould, 
1. Conſider the woful Folly of Men in refuſing 


ſuch a Happineſs, . that by the admirable favour of 


God is offer'd to their choice. Can there be an 
Expectation, or Deſire, or Capacity in Man, of 
enjoying a Happineſs beyond whar is Infinite and 
Eternal 2 O blind and wretched World! ſo care- 
leſs of everlaſting felicity. Who can behold, with- 


out compaſſion and indignation, Men vainly ſeek 


for happineſs where 'tis not to be found, and after 


innumerable diſappointments fly at an Impoſſibili- 
ty, and neglect their ſovereign and final Bleſſed- 
neſs? Aſtoniſhing Madneſs! that God and Hea- 
ven ſhould be deſpiled in compariſon of painted 
Trifles. This adds the greateſt Contumely to their 
Impiety. What powerful Charm obſtructs their 
true judging of things? Whar Spiric of Errour 
poſleſles them > Alas, Eternal Things are unſeen, 
not of conſpicuous moment, and therefore in the 
carnal Ballance are eſteemed light, again(t tempo- 
ral things preſent to the Senle. It does not appear 
what 
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what we ſhall be: The Vail of the viſible Heavens 
covers the Sanctuary, where JEs us our High- 
Prieſt is eficred, and ſtops the enquiring Eye. 

Bur have we not aſſurance by the molt infallible 
Principles of Faith, that the Son of God came 
down from Heaven to live with us, and dye for us, 
and that he roſe again to confirm our Belief in his 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes concerning this 
happinels in the future ſtate ? And do not the moſt 
evident Principles of Reaſon and Univerſal Expe- 
rience prove, that this World cannot afford true 
Happineſs to us? How wretchedly do we forteic 
the Prerogative of the Reaſonable Nature by neg- 
leing our laſt and blefled End ? If the Mind be 
darkned, that it does not (ee the amiable Excellen- 
cies of God, and the Will lo depraved that it does 
not feel their raviſhing power ; the Man ceales to 
be a Man, and becomes like the Beaſts that periſh. 
As a blind Eye is no longer an Eye, being ablo- 
lutely uſeleſs ro that end for which it was made. 
And though in this preſent ſtate Men are ſtupid 
and unconcern'd, yet hereafter their Miſery will 
awaken them, to dilcover what is that Supream 
Good wherein their Perfe&tion and Felicity con- 
fiſts. When their folly ſhall be expoled before 
God, Angels, and Saints, in what extream confu- 


ſion will they appear before that glorious and im- 
menle 
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menſe Theatre ?- Our Saviour told the unbelieving 
Jews, There: ſhall. be weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, 
when ya ſhall ſee Abraham, and Haac, and Jacob, and 
all the Prophets m the Ange of God, and you your 
ſelves turn'd out. They {hall be tortur'd with the 
deſire of Happineſs withour poſſible ſarisfaRion. 
"Tis moſt juſt that thoſe who err without excule, 
ſhould repent without remedy. 

2. Let us. be excited ſeriouſly to apply our 
felves in the uſe of efftectual means for the T0 
ing this Happineſs. Indeed the original caule of it, 
isjthe pure rich Mercy of God ; the meritorious, is 
the moſt precious obedience of our Saviour, by 
whom we obtain plenteous Redemption. His Abaſe- 
ment is the cauſe of our Exaltation. The Wounds 
he received in his Body, the characters of Ignomi- 
ny, and footſteps of Death, are the Fountains of 
our Glory. Eternal Life « the gift of God through Jeſus 
Chri our Lord. Bur the Golpel declares, that with- 
out Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God. An holy change 
of our Natures, and perleverance in the courſe of 
univerſal obedience, are indiſpenſibly requiſite in 
order to our obtaining Heaven. T hoſe who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour,and Im- 
mortality, ſhall partake of Eternal Life. Now were 
there no other reaſon of this Conſtitution, but the 
{overeign Will of God, it. were ſufficient. But 
the 
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the Foundation of it. is laid in the nature of the 
Things chemſelves. Therefore .our Saviour does 
not ſimply declare, that an unregenerate Perſon 
ſhal nor ſee the Kingdom of God, but with the greateſt 
emphaſis cannot, to ſignity an abſolute impollibiliry 
of it. Beſides the Legal Bar that excludes unſan- 
ified Perlons from £ beatifick viſion of God, 
there is a moral incapacity. Suppole that Juſtice 
ſhould allow Omnipotence to tranſlate ſuch a fin- 
ner to Heaven, would the Place make him happy ? 
Can two incongruous Natures delight in one ano- 
ther ? The happineſs of Senſe is by an impreſſion 
of Pleaſure from a ſuitable Object: The happi- 
neſs of intelle&ual Beings ariſes from an entire 
conformity of diſpoſitions. So that unleſs God re- 
cede from his Holineſs, which is abſolutely impol- 
ſible, or Man be purified, and changed into his 
likeneſs, there can be no ſweet Communion be- 
rween them. Our Saviour aſſigns this Reaſon of 
the neceſſity of Regeneration in order to our ad- 
miſſion into Heaven : That which is born of the fleſh, 
i fleſh; and that which is born of the Spirit, is ſpurit. 
According to the quality of the Principle, ſuch is 
what proceeds from it. "The Fleſh is a corrupt 
Principle, and accordingly the Natural Man is 
wholly carnal in his propenſions, operations, and 
end. The Diſeaſe is turn'd into his Conſtitution, 
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He is dead to the Spiritual Life, to the ations and 
enjoyments that are proper to it : 'Nay, there is in 
him a ſurviving Principle of Enmity to that Life: 
not only a mortal coldneſs to God, but a ſtift- a- 
verlation from him, a perpetual-reſiſtance and im- 
patience” of the Divine Preſence, that would di- 
ſturb his voluptuous enjoyments. The Exerciſes 
of Heaven: would be as the Torments of Hell to 
him, while in the midſt of thole pure Joys his in- 
ward inclinations vehemently run into the lowelt 
Lees of Senluality. And therefore till this contra- 
riety, ſo deep and predominant in an —_— Per- 
_ fon, beremoved, 'tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould 
enjoy God: with ſatisfa&tion. Holinels alone pre- 
pares Men for the poſſeſſion of Celeſtial Happi- 
neſs, that is againſt the corruprion, and .above the 
perfetion of meer Nature. Let us then havin 

fuch a Joy ſet before us, lay aſide every weight, and the 
Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and run with patience 
the race that is ſet before us, looking to Jeſus the Author 
and finiſher of our Faith. Methinksthe ſight of world- 
ly Men, fo active and vigilant to proſecute. their 
low deſigns, ſhould quicken us to feek with the 
greater <iligence and a the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and. the Reghreoureſs thereof. A carnal Wretch 
urged by the ſting of a bruriſh deſire, with what 


tmpatience does he purlue the pleaſure of Sin, which 
15 
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is but for a ſeaſon? An Ambitious Perſon, with 
what an intemperate heighth of. Paſſion. does he 
chaſe a Feather 2 A Covetous Man, how greedily 
does lie proſecute theAdvantages of the preſentIPorld 
that paſſes away,aud the Luſts thereof ? Ah! how do 
they upbraid our indifferent defires,our dull delays, 
and cold endeavours, when ſuch an high Prize is 
ſet before us 2. Who is able to conceive . excelle 
of Pleaſure the Soul feels when it firſt enters 
through-the beauxiful Gate of Paradife, and ſees 
before it that incomprehenſible Glory, and hears a 
Voice from-Him that fits'upon the "Throne, Enter 
into thy Maſters. Joy, for ever be happy wich him? 
The leriqus belief of this will draw torch all our 
active powers in the ſervice of God.. The feeding 
by lively. thoughts on this ſupernatural food, will 
add new vigor and luſtre to our Graces, and make 
our Victory caly over the World. If -we believe 
indeed thar our Bodies {hall be ſpiritual, and: our 
Souls divine in their perfe&ions, it- will make us 
reſolute to ſubdue the Rebel Fleſh, and reſcue the 
captiv'd Spirit from all Incanglements of. Iniquity. 
Having the promiſe of ſuch an excellent Reward, let us 
always abound in the work of the Lord. 

3. Thelively hope of this Bleſſednels 153 power- 
tal ro {upport us under the greateſt "Troubles can 
befal us in this our mortal condition. Here:we 
are - 
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arc tolt upon the alternate waves of Time, but 
hereafter we {hall . arrive at the Port, the blefled 
Boſom of our Saviour, and enjoy a peaceful calm: R 
and ſo we ſhall ever be with the Lord. Words of in- 
finite ſweetnels! This is the Song of our Proſpe- / 
| + rity, and Charm of our Adverſity: We ſhall ever 4 
be with the Lord. Well might the Apoſtle add im- 4 
mediately after, therefore comfort one another with 
theſe words. s 
. More particularly, They are a Lenitive to mo- 
derate our Sorrows upon the Departure of our 
deareſt Friends, who dye in the Lord : for they 
aſcend from this valley of Tears, to the happy 
Land of the Living. What Father is ſo deſerted 
of Reaſon, as to bear impartiently the parting with 
his Son, that goes over a narrow part of the Sea, 
to a rich and pleaſant Country, and receive the 
inveſtiture and peaceable poſſeſſion of a Kingdom ? 
'Nay, by how much the ſtronger his Love is, ſo 
much the more tranſporting is his Joy : eſpecially 
it he expects ſhortly to be with him, to ſee him on 
the Throne, inthe ſtate of a King , and to partake 
of his happineſs. If then it be impoſſible ro Na- 
cure to -be grieved, at the felicity of one that is 
loved; according to what principle of Nature or 
Faith do Believers ſo uncomfortably lament the 
Death of Friends, of whom they have aſſurance 
that 


= a np win \. A ftw ww ay wy 


A Funeral Sermon, 


that afrer their — our Earth, they enter into 
an everlaſting Kingdom, to receive a Crown of 
Glory from Chriſt himſelf ?- Our Saviour tells the 
Diſciples, If ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, becauſe 1 
faid 1 go to my Father , to ſit down ar his right-hand 
in Majeſty. A pure AﬀeCtion dire&ly terminates 
in the happineſs and exaltarion of the Perſon that 
is loved. I amnot ſpeaking againlt the exerciſe of 
tender AﬀeCtions on the lo of our dear Friends; 
and a penſive feeling of God's hand in it ; which 
is an natural and neceflary dury. There is a great 
difference between Stupidity and Patience : bur vio- 
leat Paſſion, or unremitting Sorrow is moſt unbe- 
bY coming the bleſſed Hope aflur'd to us in the Gofj pel, 
hl Chryſoſtom _— of this Argument, and re- 

fieting upon the cuſtom of thoſe Times, wherein 
>| at Funeral Solemnities a train of Mourning Wo- 
men attended the Corps, tearing their Hair and 
Face, and crying-out with-all the expreſſions of 
1, | deſperate Sorrow, breaks forth, Ah (riſtian Faith 
JF and Religion ! that was triumphant over thine Enemies in 
* ſo many Battels and Vidtories by the Blood and Death of 
the Martyrs, how art thou contradifted by the praftice of 
theſe who profeſsthee mn words ? Is this not to be ſorrowful 
45 thoſe that have no hope * Are theſe the affeions, the 
*s expreſ$ons, of one that believes the bleſſedne/s of Immortal 
Life * What will the Heathens ſay, bow will they be in- 
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duc'd to believe the Promiſes of Chrilt to his Servants of 
a glorious Kingdom, when thoſe who are ſo in title, behave 
themſelves as if they bad no ſtedfaſt faith inthem ? 

4. The hopes of this blefled ſtate, is able to free us 
from the fear of Death. This laſt Enemy gives an 
hot Alarm to Mankind, both as it deprives them of 
all that- is pleaſant here, and for the terrible conle- 
- quences thar attend ir. To theeye of Senſe, a dead 
Body is a ſpectacle of fearful appearance. He 
that a little before heaxd and dilcours'd, and with 
a chearful Air ronvers'd: and enjoy 'd the World, 
now is dead, and all his ſenſes in him : the Eyes 
are dead to light, and the Ears to ſounds, the 
Tongue to. words, and the Heart to feel any Af- 
fe&tions, and the Countenance to dilcover them : 
nothing remains but filence, horrour, and cor- 
ruption. Beſides, after Death comes Judgment, and 
a ſtate of unrelenting Torments to the Wicked. 
But a true Believer that has been obedient to his 
Saviour, ſees things by another light than that of 
ſenſe, and has living hopes in his dying Agonies. 
He knows that Death to the Saints 1s bur a ſleep: 
and while the Body refts in the Grave, the Soul is 
as it were all Act, continually exerciſing its moſt 
noble faculties on the beſt Objects. Does the Soul 
ſleep in that all-ealightned World, that ſees with 
open face, the infinite Beauty of God ? that hears 
and 
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and bears a part in the hymns of the Angels. & Saints 
encircling his Throne ? that drinks of the Rivers 
of Pleaſure that low from hisPrelence ? that freely 
and joytully converſes with all the Celeſtial Cour- 
tiers, the Princes of that Kingdom, the Favourites 
of God ? Then it truly lives. This reconciles 
Death to a Chriſtian, who has nothing more in his 
wiſhes than to be wich Chriſt; and knows that 
diſeales and pains, the forerunners of it, are bur as 
the breaking down the Walls of this earthly dark 
Priſon, that the Soul may take its flight to the hap- 
py Region, and for ever enjoy the Liberty of the 
Sons of God. And for his Body, that ſhall bere- 
united to the Soul in Glory. Methinks God peaks 
to a dying Believer, as he did to Facob when he was 
ro deſcend to Egypt, Fear not to go down into the Grave, 
T will 20 down with thee, and I will bring thee up again. 
The lame Almighty Voice that gave being to the 
World, ſhall awake thoſe who ſlzep m the duſt, and re- 
form them according to the Example of Chrilt's 
glorified Body, O how ſhould we loag tor char 
triumphant day! and with molt ardent Alpirings 
pray, Thy Kingdom come in its full power and glory * 


I Shall now come to (peak of the Mournful Sub- 
ject, the Cauſe of my Appearing here at this 
time, the Deceaſed, Reverend and Excellent Di- 
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vine, Dr.. Thomas. Fanton ; A Name worthy of 
precious and eternal Memory. And I ſhall conſi- 
der him, both in the quality of his Office, as he: 
was an Embaſſadour of Chrift, declaring his Mind; 
and repreſenting his Authority, and in the holi- 
neſs of his Perſon, ſhewing forth the Graces and 
Vertues of his Divine Maſter. 

God had furniſh'd him with a rare union of 
thoſe parts that are requiſite to form a Miniſter of 
his Word. A clear Judgment, rich Fancy, ſtrong 
Memory, and happy Elocution met in him, and 
were excellently improved by his diligent ſtudy, 

The Preaching of the Word is the principal part 
ofthe Miniſter's duty, moſt eſſential to his Calling, 
| and moſt neceſſary to the Church. For this end: 
Epheſcq. Chiefly,the ſeveral ||Orders in the Miniſterial Office: 
'" were inſtituted, and upon our Saviour's- trium- 

hant aſcent and reception into Heaven, an abun- 
dant effuſion of the Spirit in Graces and Abilities 
deſcended upon Men. Now in the performing 
this Work, he was of that con{picuous Eminence, 
that none could detra&t from him, but from igno- 
rance or envy. 

He was endowed witlt extraordinary knowledg 
inthe Scriptures, thole holy Oracles: from whence 
all Spiritual = 4 is derived : And in his preach- 
ing, gave ſuch a perſpicuous account of the: or- 
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der and dependance of Divine Truths ; and with 
that felicity applied the Scriptures to confirm them, 
that every Subje&t by his management was culi- 
vated and improved. His Diſcourſes were lo clear 
and convincing, that none without offering volun- 
tary violence to Conſcience could reſiſt their Evi- 
dence. And from hence they were efftetual not 
only to in{pire a ſudden Flame, and raiſe a ſhort 
Commotion in the Aﬀections, but to make a laſt- 
ing Change in the Life. For inthe humane Soul 
ſuch is the compoſition of its faculties, that till the 
Underſtanding be rectified in its Apprehenfions 
and Eſtimations, the Will is never induc'd to make 
an entire firm choice of what is neceſlary for the 
obtaining perfect Happinels. A fincere perlevering 
Converſion is efftefted by weighty Reaſons that 
fink and ſettle in the Hearr. 

His Doctrine was uncorrupt and pure, the Truth 
according to Godlineſs. He was far from a guilty vile 
intention, to proſtitute that ſacred Ordinance for 
the acquiring any private ſecular advantage. Nei- 
ther did he entertain his Hearers with impertinent 
Subtilties, empty Notions, intricate Diſputes, dry 
and barren wr.” fon productive Vertue : But as 
one that always had before his Eyes the great End 
of the Miniſtry, the Glory of God, and the Salyas 
tion of Men, his Sermons were directed ro open 
G 2 their 
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their eyes, that they might ſee their wretched con- 
dition as Sinners, to halten their flight from the Wrath 
tocome, to make them humbly, thankfully and en- 
rirely receive ( hriſt, as their Prince, and all-ſufficient 
Saviour. And to build up the converted im their mo 


bolyFaith,and more excellentLove,thar is the fulfilling 


of the Law. In ſhort, to make true Chriſtians emi- 
nent in Knowledg and univerſal Obedience. 
As the matter of his Sermons was deſigned for 
the good of Souls; fo his way of expreſſion was 
roper to that end. Words are the vehicle of the 
heavenly Light. As the Divine Wiſdom was in- 
carnate to reveal the Eternal Counſlels of God to 
the World ; ſo Spiritual Wiſdom in the mind,muſt 
be clothed with words, to make it {ſenſible to o- 
thers. And in this he had a ſingular Talent. His 
Stile was not exquiſitely ſtudied, not conſiſting of 
harmonious Periods, but far diſtant from vulgar 
meannels. His Expreſſion was natural and free, 
clear and ſtrong, quick and powerful, without any 
Ipice of folly, and always ſuitable ta the Simpli- 


city and Majetty of Divine Truths. His Sermons 


afforded ſubſtantial food with delight, fo that a 
faſtidious mind could not diſreliſh them. He ab- 
| horrd a vain oftentation of Wit, in handling Sa- 
cred things; lo venerable and grave, and of eternal 
conſequence. Indeed, what is more unbecoming 
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a Miniſter of Chriſt, than to waſte the ſpirits of 

his Brain,as a Spider does his bowels, to ſpin a web 
only to catch Flyes ? to get vain applaule by fool- 

iſh pleaſing the ignorant. And whart cruelty is ir 

to the Souls of Men ? "Tis recorded as an inſtance g,,.. 
of Nero's ſavage temper, that in a general Famine, 
when many periſh'd by hunger, he ordered a Ship 
{hould come from Egypt ( the Granary of Italy) la- 
den with Sand for the ule of Wreſtlers. In fuch | 
extremity to provide only for delight, that there | 
might be ſpectacles on the Theatre, when the City | 
of Rome was a ſpectacle of {uch miſery, as to melt 
the heart of any but of Nero, was moſt barbarous. 
Cruelty. Bur 'tis Cruelty of an heavier imputa- 
tion for a Miniſter to prepare his Sermons to pleaſe | 
the fooliſh curiofiry of Fancy with flaſhy Con- | 
ceits ; nay, ſuch light Yanities,that would ſcarce be 
endured in a Scene, whiles hungry Souls languiſh 
for want of ſolid nouriſhment. 

His fervour and earneſtneſs in Preaching was 
ſuch, as might ſoften and make pliant the moſt 
{ſtubborn obdurate ſpirits. I am not ſpeaking of 
one whole talent was only in voice, that labours | 
in the Pulpit as if the end of Preaching were for __ | 
the exerciſe of the Body, and not for the profit of In. ps - | 
Souls : Bur this an of God was inflam'd vvith an ts, | alind! 
holy Zeal, and from thence fuch ardent expreſſions þ 

broke 
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broke forth, as were capable to procure attention 
and conſent in his Hearers. He ſpake as one that 
had a living Faith within him .of Divine Truths. 
From this union of Zeal with his Knowledg, he 
was excellently qualified to convince and convert 
Souls. The ſound of words only ſtrikes the Ear, 
but the Mind reaſons with the Mind, and the 
Heart ſpeaks to the Heart. 

His unparallel'd Afiduity in Preaching,declar'd 
him very ſenſible of choſe dear and ſtrong Obliga- 
tions that lie upon Miniſters, to be very ailigent in 
that bleſſed Work. What a powerful Monve our 
Saviour urged upon St. Peter * As thou loveſt me, 
feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs. And-can any feed too 
much, when none can love enough? Can any 
Pains be ſufficient for the ſalvation of Souls, for 
which the Son of God did not eſteem his Blood too 
coſtly a price ? Is not inceſſant unwearied induſtry 
requiſite to advance the work of Grace in them to 
perfeion ? Inthis the work of a Miniſter has its 

eculiar diſadvantage , that whereas an Artificer 
= curious and dithcult ſoever his work be, yer 
has this encouragement, that what is begun with 
Art and Care, he finds in the lame ſtate wherein 
*twas left : A Painter that deſigns an exact Piece, 
draws many Lines, often touches it with his Pencil 
to give it lite and beauty ; and: though unfiniſh'd, 
cls 
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"tis not ſpoild by his intermiſſion. A Sculptor that. 
carves a Statue, though his labour be hard from 
the reſiſtance of the matter, yet his work remains 
firm and durable. Burt the Heart of Man is of a 
Rrange temper, hard as Marble, not eafily recep- 
tive of heavenly impreſſions , yer fluid as Water, 
thoſe impreſſions are eafily defac'd in it ; 'tis ex- 
pos'd to ſo many temptations that induce an obli- 
vion of eternal things, that without frequent exci- 
tations to quicken and confirm its holy purpoſes, 
it grows careleſs, and all the labour is loſt that was 
ſpent on it. This faichful Miniſter abounded in 
the Work of the Lord; and which is truly. admi- 
rable, though lo _— in Preaching, yet was 
alwas ſuperiour to others, and. equal to himſelf. . 
Ia his laſt time when declining to Death, yer he 
would not leave his beloved Work; the vigour of 
his Mind ſupporting the weaknels of his Body. . I 
remember when oppreſt with an obſtinate hoarſ- 
nels, a Friend deſiring him to ſpare himſelf ; he 
rejected the advice with indignation. . | 
He was no fomenter of Faction, but ſtudious of 
the Publick Tranquillity. He knew whar a bleſſing 
Peace is, and wilely foreſaw the pernicious con- 
ſequences that attend Diviſions. By Peace, the 
bond of mutual harmony, the weakeſt things are 
preſerved and proſper ; but where Dilcord reigns, 
the. 
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the ſtrongeſt are near to ruine. The hexvenly Con- 
cent 1n Þe primitive Church,was a p:incipal caule 
of its miraculous encreale and flouriſhing ; bur af- 
ter Diſlentions prevail'd amongſt Chriſtians, char 
was deſtroyed in a ſhort time, which was built by 
the Divine Union and Heroic Patience of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians. And the glorious Beginnings 
that promis'd the Reformation of all Europe, were 
more obſtructed by the diflentions of {ome em- 
ployed in that blefled work, than by all the power 
and (ubtilty, the Arms and Artifices of Rome ic lelf. 
How afflitive is the conſideration of our divided 
Church? Sweet Peace, whither art thou fled? 
Blefſed Saviour, who didft by thy precious Blood 
reconcile Heaven and Earth, ſend down thy Spirit 
to inſpire us with that Wiſdom that is pure and 
peaceable, that thoſe who agree in the ſame Prin- 
ciples of Faith, in the ſame ſubſtantial parts of 
VWorſhip,in aſſerting the ſame indiſpenſible neceſſi- 
ty of Holineſs, may receive one another in love. | 
am afte&tionatly engaged in a matter that ſo nearly 
rouches all thoſe that value the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
Briefly ; Conſider him as a (hriſtian, his Life 
was .an{werable to his Doctrine. 


"Tis _— to {ome Miniſters, what is ob- 


{erved of the Carbuncle, by its colour, luſtrc,and 
hery ſparklings it ſeems to be actually a Fire, bur 
: It 
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it has only the name and appearance of ir. Thus 
{ome inthe Pulpit ſeem to be all on fire with zeal, 
yer their hearts are as cold as a ſtone, without ho- 
ly aftections, and their lives are unworthy their 
Divine Miniltration. But this Servant of God was 
like a fruitful Tree, that produces in its branches 
what it contains in the root ; his inward Grace was 
made viſible in a Converſation becoming the Go- 
ipel of Chriſt. 

His reſolute Contempt of the World ſecur'd him 
from being wrought on by thole motives, that 
rempt low ſpirits from their dury. He would not 
raſhly throw himſelf into troubles, nor ſþreta Con- 


ſcientia avoid them. His generous Conltancy of 


Mind in reſiſting the current of Popular humour, 
declar'd his Loyalty to his Divine Maſter. His 
Charity was eminenti in procuring Supplies for 
others, when in mean Circumſtances himſelf. But 
he had great experience of God's fatherlyProviſion, 
to which his filial Confidence-was correlpondeat. 

His Converſation in his Family was holy and 
exemplary, every day inſtructing them from ce 
Scriptures in their duty. 

I ſhall finiſh my Character of him, with ob 


| ſerving his Humility. He was deeply aft-ted wit! 


the ſence of his Frailties and Unworth:ne!s; He 
conſidered the infinite Purity of God, the Pertc- 
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Aion of his Law the Rule of our Duty,. and by. 


that bumbling Light diſcover'd his manifold de- 
fects. He exprelt.his thoughts ro me a little be: 
fore his Death ; If the holy Prophets. were under ſtrong 
impreſ$ons of fear, upon the extraordinary diſcovery of the 
Divme Preſence, how ſhall we poor creatures appear be: 
fore that Holy and Dread Flajeſty * Tjaiah, atter his 
glorious vilion of God, reflecting upon himlelt; 
as not retir'd from the commerce and corruption 
of the World, breaks forth, j#o i me, for T am un- 
done, becauſe I am a Man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midſt of a People of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have 
ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts. "Tis infinitely ter- 
rible to appear before God the Judge of all; without 
the protection of the Blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaks 
better things than the blood of Abel. "This alone re- 
liev'd him, and [upported his hopes. Though his 
Labours were abundant, yet he knew that the 
Work of God, paſſing through our hands, is fo 
blemiſh'd, that without an appeal to pardoning 
Mercy and Grace, we cannot [tand in Judgmear. 


This was the ſubjedt of his laſt publick Sermon. . 


He languiſh'd many months, but preluming he 
ithould be coo ſtrong for his Infirmity, neglected ir, 
till ar laſt ic became inſuperable and mortal. Many 


patherical aggravations heighten our great and dear 
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_ Loſs, that ſuch a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt thould 


be taken away, whoſe Preaching was ſo powerful 
o repair the woful Ruines of Godlineſs and Ver- 
we in a degenerate Age : Whole prudent pacifick 


<parit rendred him lo uſeful in thele Divided Times, 


- [when Profeſſors of the fame Religion are alicaa- 


ied from one another, as if they had been baptized 


f. Ivvith the Waters of Strife: That before our Tears 


were dricd up for the loſs of other worthy Mini- 
ters, the Fountain of Sorrow ſhould be opencd 
again by this afflicting ſtroke. But it becomes us 
to receive the dilpenlations of Heaven with hum- 
ble ard quiet ſubmiſſion ; to reflect upon our ins 
with an. holy grief, that provoke God to remove 
ſuch an excellent Inſtrument of his Glory from us. 


[Let us pray to the Lord of the Harveſt, that he will ſend 


forth faithful Labonrers mtoit. O that {urviving Mi- 
niſters might be animated with a Zeal more pure 
ind fervent in their Divine Work : And that Peo- 
ple would be wile, while a price is pur into their 


hands, to improve it for their eternal advantage. 


The neglected Golpel will ar the laſt be a terrible - 


Vitneſs againſt the Dilobedient, to jultify and ag- 
oravate their Condemnation. 
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